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Great advice on how to improve your corporate identity, marketing materials, and product design.

ThisMonth’s Topic:
An Easy Way to Select Harmonious Colors

BOURGES
CoLOoR
CIRCLE

You will find harmonious colorsin many areas of life:
clothing, architecture, interior design, jewelry, gardening,
aswell as advertising, marketing and corporate identity. It
IS easy to select harmonious colorsif you follow a proven

color theory system. The steps below will show you how to

create well-planned color schemes based on the “Bourges
color circle’ system. There are other types of color circles
designed by other color theorists, notably Johannes Itten,
Sir Isaac Newton, Albert Munsell, Friedrich Ostwald and
M. E. Chevreul. Albert Bourges based his color theory on
acircle of 20 hues. See diagram to the left.

Complementary Colors

Complementary colors are exact opposites that enhance
one another. When you blend the two together, you get
neutral black. When used together, they both appear
brighter and more exciting. To find complementary col-
ors, just draw aline through the circle from a hue on one
side to the hue on the exact opposite side of the circle.
M. E. Chevreul discovered that complementary colors
create an unusual optical illusion. Stare at a color for
several seconds, then shut your eyes. Open them, and
look at awhite sheet of paper. Immediately an image of
the color’s complement will appear!

Split Complements

If you would like a palette of three colors, first find the
true complement of your chosen color; then move one,
two or three more spaces away on either side. A split
complementary color scheme is usually more pleasing
than a true complementary scheme. See the diagram to
the left.

Four Color Har mony

To create a color scheme consisting of four colors, first
select acolor and its complement, then draw a perpen-
dicular line in the same manner across the circle so that
your lines resemble a cross. See diagram. Thiswill create
a balanced palette of two sets of complements and two
related pairs of colors. Select one of these four hues as
your main theme color, then use a small amount of the
other three hues to enhance it. You may include darker

or lighter shades of these four colors for more variety.

We will cover more aspects of color theory in future
issues of Graphics Image Builder.
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